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I am disappointed that the Constitution of Kenya Amendment Bill 2009, which 
would have paved the way for the establishment of a Special Tribunal in Kenya, 
was defeated in Parliament yesterday. This development is a major setback to the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry into the 
Post-Election Violence (CIPEV). I believe it is also a blow to efforts aimed at 
ending the culture of impunity in Kenya, which is a central objective of the Kenya 
National Dialogue and Reconciliation process.  
 
Ending impunity is critical to addressing the root causes of the crisis that engulfed 
Kenya last year. The findings of the just-released independent report on the 
implementation of the KNDR agreements and the defeat of the bill have 
underscored the absolute necessity for Kenya’s political leadership to live up to 
their responsibilities and to redouble their efforts to implement the agreements, 
particularly those under Agenda Item Four, if Kenya is to avoid a recurrence of 
violence in the immediate future.  
 
The CIPEV report was clear in its recommendations, which the Government has 
accepted. The Panel will now review the actions it should take in line with the 
spirit, letter and intent of that report.  
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